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knowledge; nothing was alien to his mind. Clear and
colourless as the light of day, his abstract comprehension
pierced to the heart of every mystery, illuminating even-
object it contemplated. Luther's horizon was far more
circumscribed, but his penetration went even deeper; his
world wTas narrower, inconceivably narrower, than was
Erasmus's universe; but to all his thoughts, to all his
convictions he imparted some of the impetus of his own
personality. He absorbed everything that came his way,
and warmed it in the hot stream of his rich red blood;
he fecundated even- idea with his own vital energy,
imbuing it with fanaticism; and what he had once re-
cognized and accepted, he remained faithful to all his
life. Every concept coalesced with his whole being, and
to it he imparted the full magnitude of his dynamic
strength. Dozens of times did Luther and Erasmus utter
the self-same thoughts, but whereas Erasmus exercised a
titillating effect upon the minds of intellectuals, Luther's
words, thanks to his torrential impetus, immediately
became a popular slogan, a call to arms, a formative
demand, racing forth into the world like animated fire-
brands to kindle the consciences of men. All that
Erasmus sought was peace and tranquillity of soul; all
that Luther sought wras to create a tension and a con-
vulsion of the emotions. Erasmus, the scepticus, mani-
fested his greatest strength when he spoke clearly, soberly,
and collectedly; Luther, the pater exstaticus, was at his
best when fury and hatred leapt volcanically from his
mouth.

Even when two such antagonistic temperaments work
towards the same goal, they are bound to clash. At the
outset, both Erasmus and Luther desired the same thing;
but their natures were so fundamentally different that
they endeavoured to achieve the aim by utterly dissimilar
methods. Enmity radiated round Luther. Of all the
men of genius who have lived upon this earth, Luther
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